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                                                                                                              Every Child    Every Chance   Every Day[image: ][image: ][image: ]What to do if you think your child may have a Special Educational Need?
Every child is unique and all children will sometimes find school harder than at other times. However if you are concerned that your child has Special Educational Needs then please initially speak to your child’s class teacher.
If you are still concerned or would like to discuss it further then please contact the SENDCO.
The SENDCO at St James Junior School is: Katrina Haines
Please either go to the school office to request an appointment, or phone the school number 01332 854985.
What is a SENDCO?
A Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator. A SENDCO ensures the right support is in place for children with Special Educational Needs; helps support teachers; arranges training and liaises with parents and outside professionals.
How can the school help parents?
If you are concerned about your child in any way please come in to speak to us. 
· We may be able to refer to health services such as paediatrics, school health and mental health services.
· We may carry out observations and advise on how we may support your child at home and in school.
· We may be able to give you contact numbers, websites and other information about services on offer.
· We offer SENDCO drop in sessions half termly for you to discuss any concerns (see website for dates)


What are special educational needs and disabilities?
A special educational need can be a number of different things. For example, your child may be having problems with reading, maths or behaviour, which school can help by putting extra support in at school and by working in partnership with yourself. It may also be due to a disability which makes it harder for a child to use the same educational facilities that the school provides for the majority of children.
Types of special educational needs and disabilities can include: 
· General Learning Difficulties – children whose learning progresses at a slower pace 
· Speech and Language Difficulties 
· Social, emotional and mental health difficulties including ADHD 
· Dyslexia (difficulties with reading, writing and spelling) 
· Dyspraxia (problems with motor skills, organisation)  Dyscalculia (difficulties with 
· Autism 
· Mental Health Issues 
· Social and Emotional Needs 
· Visual/hearing Impairment 
· Other Physical/Medical Needs

Other useful information available to parents.
The Special Educational Needs Policy and Information Report (available on the school website)
Derby City Local Offer: https://www.derby.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-education-needs-disabilities/
Derby SEND Information and Advice Service; https://derbysendiass.org.uk


How can parents and the school work together?
We are aware that parents know their children the best and that children do not always display the same behaviours at home and school. Therefore we are always keen to hear from parents about what they know works best for their child so we can include this in their MEP’s and support in school.
[bookmark: _GoBack]School can also share ways that parents can best support their children at home and provide parents with resources and further information.
How can the school help my child?
If your child has ‘special educational needs’, they will be placed on the school’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities register.
Every child on the register has a MEP (Multi -element Plan) written for them. This is a plan that is personal to each child and has targets for the child to help them develop and make good progress in school across all areas. The plans also include how the child will be supported to help achieve these targets. The plans are written and reviewed three times a year (termly) and are shared with parents at our teaching and learning consultations. (Parent’s Evenings).
Types of support may include;
· Small group work with additional adult support
· Quality first teaching using visual aids and inclusive teaching methods, careful differentiation.
· Intervention groups (which may work on an aspect the child is finding difficult including; reading, spelling, maths, social skills, emotional skills, nurture groups)
· Adaptations in the classrooms such as using specific equipment 
· Learning Breaks
· Pre and Post teaching (being introduced to a topic before the rest of the class, and having extra learning at the end of a lesson)
Each child is an individual and each plan is based on what works best for them at that time.
For many children this action will be enough to support your child with any difficulties and will help them make progress. Where your child may need more help, the school and SENDCO may suggest your child is moved up the graduated response process and outside agencies help is needed. This may include asking other agencies to support the school such as; an educational psychologist, behaviour support team or speech and language team.
This extra support may be enough to support your child with any difficulties sufficiently to ensure that progress can be made in school. A very small number of children (about 2%) may need further support and the school may suggest applying for an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP)
It is very unusual for a child to have any 1:1 support. If a child receives 1:1 support this is usually because they have an EHCP in place and their needs cannot be met any other way. Many children with an EHCP will not receive 1:1 support.
For a child to be eligible for an EHCP, they need to meet criteria set out by Derby City Council, and show that despite support that has already been put in place they are still struggling to access learning.
If you are concerned and feel your child may be eligible for an EHCP please contact the SENDCO.
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