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At St. James’ Junior School, we recognise that the primary years are a vital time for children to develop their own sense of identity and
aspirations for the future. We want every child to leave our school feeling confident, proud and ready to reach their full potential.

We understand the crucial role we play in preparing children for their adult lives so they can go on to contribute positively to society. 
Our goal is to ensure that all pupils leave St. James’ Junior School equipped with the skills, qualities and attributes they need to thrive as
individuals, family members and as responsible, respectful and active citizens.

At St. James’ Junior School, we are committed to:
Providing rich and varied experiences for every child
Ensuring all children develop their ‘cultural capital’
Valuing physical and mental wellbeing as highly as academic achievement
Involving families in supporting their child’s personal development

Aims



Personal Development is at the heart of our school’s learning journey because it helps children understand and navigate the world

around them, form their own identities and beliefs, make informed decisions, and develop empathy and respect for others.

As a Church of England school, our Christian vision and values underpin all aspects of our Personal Development provision. Through

our distinctively Christian ethos, ‘Every child, every chance, every day’, we encourage children to see their place and purpose in the

world, valuing themselves and others as unique individuals created in the image of God. This foundation helps pupils to develop moral

integrity, compassion and a deep sense of social responsibility.

Our commitment to the SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) framework ensures that spiritual development

is woven throughout school life. Collective worship, Religious Education and reflection opportunities allow children to explore

questions of meaning, purpose, and faith. These experiences strengthen their ability to make ethical choices, show empathy and live

out the school’s values (GROW - Grateful, Respectful, Outstanding and Welcoming) both within and beyond the classroom.
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Our approach also encompasses the principles of Personal, Social and Health Education

(PSHE) and aligns with the government’s Relationships and Health Education curriculum.

Personal Development is further reinforced through the promotion of Spiritual, Moral,

Social and Cultural (SMSC) development, the teaching of core British Values and the wide

range of learning opportunities and experiences we offer across the curriculum.

Personal development is reflected within our GROW VALUES and strengthened through our

policies, including:

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy

Behaviour Policy

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) Policy

Relationships and Health Education (RHE) Policy

Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing (MHEW) Policy

Disability, Equality and Diversity Policy
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At St. James’ Junior School, Personal Development is

embedded within a whole-school approach that fosters

a rich and inclusive learning environment. We aim for

every pupil to feel respected, valued, safe and secure,

and for their achievements and contributions to be

recognised and celebrated.
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Provision

We recognise that children are growing up in an ever-

changing world. St. James’ Junior School works closely

with parents and carers, the local community, charities,

and external organisations to offer pupils a broad

range of enriching opportunities. These experiences

deepen their understanding of the world around them

and equip them with valuable, transferable life skills.
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All staff play a vital role in:
Ensuring children feel safe and supported so
they can reach their full academic and personal
potential
Providing a wide range of curricular and extra-
curricular opportunities that help children
develop the skills, knowledge, and attributes to
engage meaningfully with the world and apply
their learning to real-life contexts
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Personal
Development

PSHE
RHE

Protected Characteristics

Enhanced PE Offer:
After school clubs

Tournaments
DCCT Festivals
Holiday Clubs

SMSC and

British Values

SMSC and
British Values

Cultural

Capital

Cultural
Capital

Cross

Curricular

Cross
Curricular

Physically and

Mentally Healthy

Physically and
Mentally Healthy

Trauma & Attachement
Lego Therapy

Nurture
ELSA

Boxercise
Mindfulness

Sensory Spaces

Emotionally Healthy Schools
Changing Lives

Health & Fitness
Week

Early Help Offer
Parent Workshops
Free Breakfast

Club

Recovery CurriculumOnline Safety
Keeping Safe

Values Worships
Festivals and
Celebrations

Whole School Events
Visitors and Speakers
Visits to Places of

Worship

After-school Enrichment Clubs
School Trips

Residential Trips

Drama
Music
Art

Cooking

Chromebooks

Golden Worship Awards

ECO Council
GROW Council

Democracy Days RE



Enrichment
Experiences

Extra Curricular

Activities

Extra Curricular
Activities

Residential and

Outdoor

Residential and
Outdoor

School visits

and Trips

School visits
and Trips

Visitors and

Speakers

Visitors and
Speakers

Catch-up clubs Lego Club

Cooking Club

Art Club

Sewing Club

Computing Club

Sports Day
Breakfast Club

Sports Festivals

Cluster Sports

Dance & Drama

Podcast

Dovedale Conkers

River Walk Parks

Derby Kids Camp

Picnic

Allotment

Hindu Temple

Cathedral

Gurdwara

Mosque

ChurchesPantomimeMuseums

Historical Buildings Santa’s Grotto Space Centre Theatre

Seaside

Cresswell Craggs

Pickford House

Ozzy Road Digestion Workshop

VR Workshop

Charles Darwin Workshop

Musicians

Derby Cathedral ChoirAnglo Saxon Workshop

Vikings Workshop

Lego Man

Rolls-Royce

STEM Workshop

Author

Waterstones

Cinema

Dentist

Secondary Transition

Nativity
Advent

Library

Black History Month
Zoo Lab

Mill Base Adventure

Sports Clubs


